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Session ObjecOves 
•  What is CICS Explorer? 
•  Why Use Explorer? 
•  InstallaOon, ConfiguraOon, and Upgrade 
•  NavigaOon 
•  IBM Update 

–  CICS Explorer & CICS Tools – What’s New 
–  CICS Explorer: IntegraOon Pla[orm 

•  IBM YouTube Resources 
•  Summary 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What is CICS Explorer? 
      IBM (YouTube.com)     
      New Face CICS ‐ The CICS Explorer 

•  New graphical tooling interface for CICS that Provides 
–  Significantly enhanced levels of usability and integraOon.  
–  Ability to create customizable task‐oriented views 
–  Single view of CICS tools  
–  Rich set of CICS views 

•  CICS Releases and Availability 
–  CICS TS V3.1 (Free IBM SupportPac PTFs Required) 
–  CICS TS V3.2 (Free IBM SupportPac PTF Required) 
–  CICS TS V4.1 (Free orderable component) 

–  IBM has “no plans to make this a chargeable product” 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Why Use CICS Explorer? 
•  CapabiliOes 

–  Currently CICS Explorer can NOT be used to perform AdministraOon 
FuncOons when connecOng to a CICS TS v3.x Region  

•  For Shops that have CICS Tools, Explorer provides an 
integrated view  

•  Even for Shops without CICS Tools, Explorer can provide an 
integrated view of their Cross LPAR CICS Environment  

•  IBM DirecOon 
–  IBM has made a significant commitment to Explorer 

•  They are hoping to expand/enhance it at 90 day intervals 
•  IBM has setup an Explorer Forum, for users to comment and request 
enhancements 

–  CICS Explorer forum  
•  From a Changing workforce perspecOve, IBM feels that Explorer will help 
shorten the learning curve for new IT Professionals 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InstallaOon, ConfiguraOon, & Upgrade 
•  IBM CICS Explorer Download Site and OpOons 

–  hIp://www‐01.ibm.com/soiware/htp/cics/explorer/download/ 

•  Aier the Client and any appropriate Plug‐ins are installed you can 
setup connecOons to Any/All of the following: 
–  CICSPlex WUI’s on mulOple LPARs  
–  CICS (CM) ConfiguraOon Manager Tool 
–  CICS (PA) Performance Analyzer Tool 
–  CICS (IA) Interdependency Analyzer Tool 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Note: Since Explorer is Eclipse 
based ANY vendor could supply 
a plug‐in for it  

•  Downloads are Specific to CICS 
TS V3 and CICS TS V4 
•  You can also download the most 
current versions of the CICS 
Explorer Tool Plug‐ins  



InstallaOon, ConfiguraOon, & Upgrade 
•  CICS Explorer Eclipse Workspace 

–  Default LocaOon: "C:\Documents And Selngs\username\.cicsexplorer” 
–  You can have more than one instance of CICS Explorer running at the 

same Ome.  
•  Each instance must have its own workspace, so addiOonal instances of CICS 
Explorer must be started from a command line with the workspace name as 
a data parameter. 

–  Example to start a new instance from a command line  
»  Change to the directory folder cicsexplorer.exe is installed in  
»  Type the following command: 

cicsexplorer.exe ‐data "C:\Documents And Selngs\username\.cicsexplorer2"  
Note: This starts the new instance using a new workspace called  .cicsexplorer2 

Note: To preserve your views make sure that your CICS Explorer Workspaces  
are backed up 

Page 5 



InstallaOon, ConfiguraOon, & Upgrade 

•  Selng up the CICS WUI ConnecOon 
–  The README file details the steps 

–  This is an example of a completed  ConnecOon definiOon: 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Signon Screen Example: 
If your Passwords change 
periodically, you may want to 
leave the “Save password” box 
unchecked.  



InstallaOon, ConfiguraOon, & Upgrade 

•  CICSPlex WUI ConnecOons 
–  You connect via Explorer as a WUI User 

•  AuthenOcaOon takes place just as if you were logged onto the WUI 

–  The Same Security rules apply 
•  Explorer “respects” the WUI DEFAULTWARNCNT 

–  CICS Explorer will not let you exceed DEFAULTWARNCT. You will see 
the following in the Lower Lei‐hand corner of the screen: 

–  CICS Explorer will not display any informaOon (ex: Terminal Details) 
Oll you filter to a result set that is smaller than the WUI 
DEFAULTWARNCT 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InstallaOon, ConfiguraOon, & Upgrade 

•  Applying  Maintenance and/or Upgrading an exisOng Copy  
–  Go to IBM’s Fix Central Site hIp://www.ibm.com/support/fixcentral/ 

–  You will be asked to provide the Following InformaOon: 

–  You will be asked if you want All Fixes, Specific Fixes, etc. 
–  You can then download a zipfile containing the fixes you specified. 
–  Follow the instrucOons in the associated README file to install 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NavigaOon (Welcome View) 
•  StarOng Explorer for the first Ome 

–  The workbench starts and the Welcome View is displayed  

•  Click on an icon to go to the desired Explorer target   
•  You can re‐open the Welcome View at any Ome by clicking  

–  Help > Welcome from the workbench menu bar.  Page 9 

Overview 
Get an overview of the features 

Tutorials 
Go through tutorials 

First Steps 
Take you first steps 

Workbench 
Go to the workbench 



NavigaOon (CPSM Default Perspec9ve) 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Explorer View ‐ Only View  that can’t be moved  Individual Resource Tabs  PerspecOve SelecOon 

Explorer 
Control the 
Scope of 
Resources 
Being Viewed 

Event Tab 
View System 
Events 

Repo View  
CICSGRP(s) 
and  
CICSSYS(s) 
Def’s. Can 
also be used 
to Control 
Scope  



NavigaOon (Zoom in and Out) 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•  Zoom In/Out of a View 
–  Double Click the View Tab to Zoom in or Back out of a view 



NavigaOon (Manipula9ng Views) 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•  Resizing a View  
–  Float the Cursor over the inside edge of the view unOl it changes to a 

Double‐Ended arrow.  
–  Drag the edge to the desired size 

•  Moving a View 
–  PosiOon the Cursor on the 

Tab of the View you want 
to move 

–  Drag it to the area of the 
screen you want to 
posiOon it in. 
•  Your cursor will change to 

one of the following, 
indicaOng where the screen 
will be posiOoned. 

Cursor Where the View will be moved 

Position above the Current View (the View that 
is underneath the cursor)  

Position Below the Current View  

Position to the Right of the Current View 

Position to the Left of the Current View 

Stack: The View is stacked as a Tab in the 
Current View 

Restricted: Can’t be positioned in Current Area 

Open a New Window. Drag outside the 
workbench to position in a new window. Note: 
Click on the New Window and Drag Back to 
position it back  



NavigaOon (Working with Columns) 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•  Move Column ‐ Click on Column and Drag to the Desired LocaOon 
•  From the View Menu you can:  

•  Customize  
 Columns 

•  Refresh the View 
•  Reset Columns 
•  Equalize Column    
 Widths 

•  Choose filter    
  aIributes 



NavigaOon (Perform Opera9ons Tasks) 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Filter of EYU* Used Right click on an individual entry to take AcOon on it.  Refresh View 

Items that are Grayed out are not 
funcOonal in the Current Release 

Note: To Perform acOons on MulOple Entries by doing Click, Shii, and Right Click 



NavigaOon (Working with Perspec9ves) 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Shows the Current 
PerspecOve 

Using either one of these 
links allows access to the 
PerspecOve SelecOon Pop‐
up Window 

Save the Current Display as a 
New PerspecOve 

Reset the Current 
PerspecOve’s Defaults 

WARNING: At this Bme DeleBng of PerspecBves you save is NOT StraighGorward 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CICS Explorer & CICS Tools – What’s New 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CICS Explorer: IntegraOon Pla[orm 

•  CICS Tools 
– CICS Interdependency Analyzer (IA) 
– CICS ConfiguraOon Manager (CM) 
– CICS Performance Analyzer (PA) 
– CICS Deployment Assistant (DA) 

•  CICS TransacOon Gateway 
•  CS1Q: WebSphere MQ Explorer 
•  Tivoli OMEGAMON XE for CICS 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CICS ConfiguraOon Manager 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CICS Interdependency Analyzer 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CICS Performance Analyzer 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CICS Deployment Assistant 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CICS TransacOon Gateway 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CS1Q: WebSphere MQ Explorer 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OMEGAMON XE for CICS 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CICS Explorer and CICS Tools  
using CICS SDK 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By using the CICS Explorer SDK in conjuncBon with 
simple Eclipse extension mechanisms such as 
selecBon listeners and pop‐up menu contribuBons 
the CICS Tools are able to integrate with a live CICS 
model and allow the user to create rich informaBon 
perspecBves. 



RaOonal Developer for System z 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CICS TS Explorer 
program list 

CICS TS Explorer 
Region tree 

CICS TS Explorer 
Resource types 
•  programs 
•  transacBons 
•  files 
•  RPL list 



CICS Explorer SDK 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IBM Resources on YouTube.com 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CICS Events and WebSphere Business Events 
providing Insight in to  

Taking CICS to mashups with the PHP SupportPac  

CICS TS v4.1 Business Value  

CICS TS v4.1 High Level Technical Overview  

CICS Explorer Create sample plug in (xvid 25fps)  



CICS Explorer: Something for everyone 
•  Unified interface for larger V4 customers 

–  Consistent access to CICS for SMSS, CICSplex and CICS CM 

•  Modern interface for smaller V4 customers 
–  Full management capability without CICSPlex SM 

•  Supported experience for V3 customers 
–  Read‐only access to CICSplex 

•  Integrated environment for CICS Tools customers 
–  Seamless transiOon between views 

•  Extensible pla[orm for 3rd parOes 
–  Extend Explorer or integrate exisOng capability with the SDK 

•  System Programmer or ApplicaOon Developer 
–  Systems Management and OperaOons 
–  Event Processing 
–  RDz integraOon 

•  Windows or Linux 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Summary 
•  What is CICS Explorer? 
•  Why Use Explorer? 
•  InstallaOon, ConfiguraOon, and 
Upgrade 

•  NavigaOon 
•  IBM Update 

–   CICS Explorer & CICS Tools – 
What’s New 

–   CICS Explorer: IntegraOon Pla[orm 
•  IBM YouTube Resources 
•  Summary 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